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2020 WIDA ACCESS for ELLs
Canceled

Date: March 24, 2020
To: Chief School Administrators, Charter School and Renaissance School Project Leads 
Route To: Principals, District Test Coordinators, Staff Involved with Statewide Student 
Assessments
From: Lamont O. Repollet, Ed.D. Commissioner of Education
 
New Jersey Cancels Statewide Student Assessments
 
Given the continued threat of the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) to our school 
communities and the resulting school closures, Governor Phil Murphy today announced 
that the State of New Jersey is cancelling all statewide student assessments for the spring 
2020 testing window. This includes the springtime administration of the New Jersey 
Student Learning Assessments (NJSLA), ACCESS for ELLs, and the Dynamic Learning 
Maps (DLM) assessment.
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WIDA ACCESS FOR ELLS

• ACCESS -- administered every spring to monitor English language 
development of students identified as English Learners (ELs).

• 4  sections: reading, writing, listening, speaking
• minimum score of 4.5  (range 1-6)  required to exit  ELL status
• passing score on the NJSLA LA can also be considered for exit.
• Our  students typically exit after 1-2 years.

Scores are used to guide instruction, monitor student progress, and  
meet federal and state accountability requirements.
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The ACCESS for ELLs administration window will open 
on April 5, 2021 and close on June 11, 2021. 

All test administrators should be trained and certified 
appropriately, and ACCESS DTCs should ensure that 
district security and administration training is 
completed ahead of the start of administration. 
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2021 ACCESS for ELLs Administration 
Information



Please note that these assessments must be completed 
in-person as the supports required to administer this 
assessment to its specific population of students must be 
completed in person; there is no remote option for 
administration of the ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS for 
ELLs. 

If parents of students participating in remote instruction 
do not wish to bring students into buildings to participate 
in testing, then a “Declined” Do Not Score code may be 
entered for each domain for ACCESS testing.
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In-Person Testing Only



Please note that to comply with FERPA guidelines the 
number of students assessed will not be posted since the 
figures do not meet the threshold for disclosing data to 
the public. 
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Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
FERPA



The majority of ELL students either exited the program or 
demonstrated progress

For those  who struggled the ESL teachers are working with 
counselors, subject area teachers, and child study team 
members and individual learning plans have been put in place 
to help these students succeed in their current courses and 
prepare them  for the spring ACCESS for ELLs testing.
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Test Results



Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM)
Spring 2021

Cara Bayer, Supervisor of Special Education and Student Support Services



What is the DLM?

Dynamic Learning Maps® (DLM®) assessments are for students with the most 

significant cognitive disabilities for whom general state assessments are not 

appropriate, even with accommodations. DLM assessments offer these students a 

way to show what they know and can do in English language arts, mathematics, and 

science.

DLM assessments also help parents and educators set high academic expectations for 

their students. Results from DLM assessments are used to inform instruction and 

meet accountability requirements for reporting student achievement.



Participation 
Criterion

Participation Criterion Descriptors Agree (Yes) or Disagree (No)?
Provide documentation for each

1. The student has a 
significant 
cognitive disability

Review of student records indicate a disability or multiple 
disabilities that significantly impact intellectual functioning 
and adaptive behavior.
 

*Adaptive behavior is defined as essential for someone to live 
independently and to function safely in daily life.

Yes  /   No

2. The student is 
primarily being 
instructed (or 
taught) using the 
DLM Essential 
Elements as 
content standards

Goals and instruction listed in the IEP for this student are 
related to the enrolled grade level NJSLS and DLM Essential 
Elements, as well as address knowledge and skills that are 
appropriate and challenging for this student.

ELA:
Yes  /   No

Math:
Yes  /   No

Science:
         Yes  /   
No

3. The student 
requires extensive 
direct 
individualized 
instruction and 
substantial 
supports to achieve 
measureable gains 
in the grade-and 
age-appropriate 
curriculum.

The student
a. requires extensive, repeated, individualized 
instruction and support that is not of a temporary 
or transient nature and
b. uses substantially adapted materials and 
individualized methods of accessing information in 
alternative ways to acquire, maintain, generalize, 
demonstrate and transfer skills across multiple 
settings.

ELA:
Yes  /   No

Math:
Yes  /   No

 Science:
Yes  /   No



Benefits 

● Allows students to receive instruction that is highly relevant to them and 
assessments that are appropriate for them

● Informs IEP teams of a student’s strengths and needs, allowing 
celebration of successes and assistance with planning and future 
instruction

● Helps teachers gauge student progress in relation to state academic 
standards
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DLM Essential Elements 

Essential Elements are specific statements of the knowledge and skills linked 
to general education grade-level expectations identified in college and career 
standards.

They build a bridge from grade-level content standards to grade-specific 
academic expectations for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities who often have multiple disabilities.  
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Instructionally Embedded Assessments
● Allow students with the most significant cognitive disabilities to demonstrate with 

they know and can do in a cyclical approach to their instruction, assessment and 
evaluation

● Give the teachers the opportunity to choose an Essential Element(s) and the 
linkage level, develop and deliver instruction for the chosen Essential Element(s), 
and then assess the student when the teacher determines the student is ready

● Provide teachers, parents and other IEP members with timely information about a 
student’s performance

● Helps teachers make appropriate instruction decisions
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DLM 2020-2021

● In the IEPs students were identified taking DLM Math, English and/or Science.  Students 
do not have to take the DLM in every subject.  It is based on the check off sheet and IEP 
discussion.

● Letters mailed to parents to inform the students of the DLM assessment and when the 
assessment will be administered. 

● Teacher training was scheduled for all teachers involved in the assessment process.

● First contact survey and PNP Profile

● Assessments Administered - only IN PERSON students were able to participate in the 
DLM assessment.  All parents/guardians were invited to bring the students in for the 
assessments.  
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2020-2021 Results 

❖ English - The majority of the students are at Target.  The students’ 
understanding of and ability to apply targeted content knowledge and skills 
represented by the Essential Elements are at Target.  

❖ Math - The majority of students of the students are Approaching Target.  The 
students’ understanding of and ability to apply targeted content knowledge and 
skills represented by the Essential Elements are Approaching Target.  

❖ Science - The students demonstrate Emerging understanding of and ability to 
apply content knowledge and skills represented by the Essential Elements.  
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Where do we go from here…..
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